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For the Gospel Advocate. 
FORGIVENESS OF INJURIES 
TRESPASSES. 
MAaTTuEw xvill. 33, 34, 35. 

Shouldest not thou, also have had com- 
passion on thy fellow servant even as I 
had pity on thee; And his Lord was 
wroth and delivered him to the tormentors, 
till he should pay all that was due unto 
him. So likewise shall my heavenly Fath- 
er do also unto you tf ye from your hearts 
forgive not every one his brother tkeir 
trespasses. 

I shall firstly take into considerati the 
arguments that limitarians essay to draw 
from this, and the like passages of scrpture 
against a general restoration. Secondly, 
cive my own opinion, supported by reason 
and revelation. 

Our Saviour speaking of the servaat to 
whom his lord had forgiven a debt of ten 
thousand talents : and the same, takiag a 
fellow servant unmercifully by the throat, 
occasioned these words.—Shouldest not 
thou also have had compassion on thy fel- 
low servant even as I had pity on thee r— 
And his lord was wroth and delivered him 
to the tormentors, till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. And you say that a 
sinner has nothing to pay. Therefore he 
never can pay, consequently he must lay 
in prison to be tormented eternally t And 
ean justice approbate a case like this? If 
aman owes me ten thousand dollars, to 
what court shall I repair for liberty to im- 
prison and torment him during life, because 
he hath nothing to pay? And if trom hell 
{ could obtain such a mitimus ; would not 
all upon earth, even of the most depraved, 
look upon me as a monster of that court, it 
ever } should put it in execution ? 

My brethren of the limitarian order, for 
pleading a case Jike this nevor again apply 
‘0 God’s people for your fee! For our 
Codrequireth of aman according to thai 
Which he hath, and not according to that 
which he hath not ! 

Christ’s words are spirit and they are 
life! My friends: let me help you to an- 
other class—and let us together read the 
text and context and see if there is not 


OR 


ibly conveyed inthis parable. Shouldest 
not thou also, have had compassion on thy 
fellow servant, even as I had pity on thee ? 
As much as to say are you not convinced 
that it was your duty ? And our own hearts 
unite in the response, and say that it was ! 
Well—the duty that God requires of us, 
every one is able to pay. And _ therefore 
did the lord of that servant, deliver him to 
the tormentors till he should pay all that 
was due unto him. This was not for the 
old debt of ten thousand talents ; but it was 
for taking his fellow servant by the throat 
and refusing him forgiveness. And the 
words, till he should pay all that was due 
unto him, plainly implies that the debt was 
of that nature that he could pay whenever 
he felt disposed. And by this rule he hath 
taught us to pray—forgive us our debts as 
we forgive our debtors. And by this rule 
will the Lord render to every man accor- 
ding to his works ; Forso likewise (saith 
Christ,) shall my heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if from your hearts you forgive 
not every one his brother their trespass- 
es. 

One reflection, and we will dismiss this 
subject. Let us remember that we do not 
read, that the servant never can, or never 
shalicome out of Prison. Neither do we 
read that he never can pay the debt; but 
every intimation and fair inference looketh 
toward the east for a brighter day. 
5S. M. ROSE. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
MATTHEW y. 30. 
And if thy right hand offend thee, or 
cause thee to offend, cut it off and cast it 
from thee : For it is profitable for thee 
that one of thy members should perish 
and not that thy whole body should be cast 
into heil. 
Mark 1x. 45. 

And if thy foot offend thee, or cause 
thee to offend, cut it off, itis better for 
thee to enter halt into life, than having 
two feet to be cast into hell, into the fire 
that never shall be quenched. Where 
their worm dieth not and the fire is not 
quenched. Andif thine eye cause thee 





"uite a different meaning, cirectly, and vis- 


to offend, pluck tt out: it is better for 
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thee to enter into the kingdom of God 
with one eye than having two eyes to be 
cast inio hell fire ; where their worm dieth 
not and the fire is not quenched. For ev- 
ery one shall be salted with fire, and every 
sacrifice shall be salied with salt. 
As to the meaning and intent of our Sav- 

jour in this Parable, divines are much di- 

vided in opinion ; itis therefore of the first 

importance that we understand the connec- 

tions of those members mentioned, and to 

what body they belong; for where there 

are members, as a hand, a foot, an eye,there 

must also be a body to which they apper- 

tain ; and undoubtedly it must be the same 

of which Paul complained ; and called the 

body of death! Part of the members of 
which in writing to others he mentions in) 
Colossians, tii. 5. Mortily therefore your’ 
members which are upon the earth, fornica- 

tion, uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil 

concupiscence and coveteousness which is 


idolatry ; For which things sake the wrath | 
of God cometh on the children of disobedi- | 


ence. Lie not one to another seeing ye 
have put off the old man with his deeds,and 
have puton the new, &c. By which it 
appears that the body to which these mem- 
bers belong is the old man with his deeds. 

And the circumcision made without hands, 
Paul in 2d Colossians,i1th,calls the putting 
off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the 
circumcision of Christ. And in Romans, 
vi. 6. Knowing this that our old man is 


might be destroyed ; that henceforth we 
should not serve sin. Hence 1 think it is 
evident that the body and members to which 
Christ had reference inthe parable was | 
the old man of sin with his deeds. And; 
that man of sin must have members, as a, 
hand, and it is profitable tothe owner that; 


cast into hell, into the fire that never shall 
be quenched.” fiere it is implied that the 
cutting off so Important at member as @ foot, 
is a necessary pre-requisite for entering jp. 
to lite, and is better than to go to hell With 
a whole body of sin. The same may je 
said of ap eye, for if the old man hath q 
body whose constituent parts are the sin 
flesh 5 then there must also be an eve 
and if it offend thee or cause thee to offend 
pluck it out 5 it is better for thee to enter 
into the kingdom of God with one eyethyy 
having two eyes to be cast into hell-fire— 
Here it is tacitly implied that the plucking 
out of an eye is a direct prelude to enter. 
ing into the Kingdom of God. And ({o}. 
lowing the metaphor ) if thine eye be sincle, 
(whieh must be if one is plucked out, thy 
whole body shall be full of light. And the 
right hand, the right foot, and the right eve, 
especially the two first mentioned, are the 
firstia use, the most active, and with which 
we we the most unwilling to part; allud- 
ing te the particular sins of which we have 
long been ia the habit, and to which we are 
the most attached, and are as unwilling to 
give lip, asto lose a hand, a foot, or an 
eye. But the case hath an imperious de 
mani—cut off, or be cast into hell-fire— 
whee their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched. And inasmuch asa part of 
the body (to continue the figure) is not sus 
ceptille of as much pain as the whole— 


i thercfore it is better, it is profitable to cut 
crucified with him that the body of sin 


off; for a hand or a foot that is cut of and 
perished is incapable of pain. 
Gut you ask what in the parable is meant 





i by hell-fire ; where their worm dieth not, 


and the fire is not quenched ? Brethren, | 
think it means as it reads, that their worm 
dicth not 3 and youthink it dies eternally, 
and in this is your mistake 3; and if the 


it should be cut off and perish that the whole | worm dieth not, then it Hveth—and from 
body should not be cast into hell. And here} this is the hope of the sinner; for if their 
I think that it is more than intimated that} worm died, or the fire was ever quenched, 
if there is no cutting or breaking off the | the universe would be ruined forever. But my 
members of the man of sin, the whole man | opponents reply, what do you think of the 
is inthe way the torments of hell. And | heil-fire? And what. I ask. do you think 


if it is profitable that one member perish, it 
is more profitable that two members should 
be cut off and perish. And stil! more prof- | 
itable that the whole of the old man should | 
be cut off or crucified, that the body of sin | 
might be destroyed; that henceforth we 
should not serve sin. But put on the new 
man which is renewed in knowledge after 
the imaze of him that created him. “ And’ 
if thy foo. offend the, or cause thee to of- 
fend; cut it off: it is better for thee to en- 
ter halt into life, than having two feet to be! 


of the fire with which every one is to be 


. 


, salted ! Is there two kinds of fire to be made 


use of in the salting? And what sort of 
fire was it that Christ came to send upon 
the earth 3 and he saith, what will T if itbe 


valready kindled? And what is the differ 


ence betwixt that and the fire which the 
Lord of hosts hath in Zion, and his Fur- 
nace in Jerusalem ,mentioned in {saiah xXx31- 


‘9. No person of common reflection will 


conclude that those are Etcral figures 3 then 
it must be a figure of speech, the meant; 

















by the nearest literal, or rather spiritual si- 
militude. 

‘Yhat there is but one eternal fire; I think | 
can be logically proved, and that, that fire) 
js God. Andby the same rules of reason- 
ing can be proved that there will not from | 
hence forth be a different endless fire. 

What is meant by hell, is a situation of | 
distress and anguish. And hell-fire means | 
neither more nor less, than tormenting fire. | 
And the mind is not able to conceive of a} 
more distressing situation, than thatof a 
sinner, driven from all his hiding places of | 
reiuge, and standing with his crimes un- 
veiled in the presence of aholy God. And! 
were it possible for him to flee from his 
presence, toa literal lake of fire and brim-| 
stone, no doubt but the latter would be his. 
choice. Butthere also is that holy God, , 
that consuming fire from which he woutd | 
wish to escape. 

Nevertheless their worm dieth not end 
the fire is not quenched ; for with it they 
are salted—for the purpose of being saved. 
for the smoking flax shall not be quenched 
until he send forth judgment unto Victory. 
The flax, the wood, the hay and the stub- 
ble, must be consumed, however much the 
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of which is to be sought for and determined | not have betrayed Christ. 





sinner suffers in the burning. And as fire 
purifies and salt preserves, so these two 
metaphors are taken; and salting puts to 
excruciating pain the one that is fall of; 
wounds, bruises, and putrifying sores, so is 
the spiritual fire to the sinner, covered with 
his sins. But every one shall be salted 
with fire; and blessed are they whose 
works are of gold, silver, and precious 
stones that shall abide the day and manites- 
iation of Jesus Christ. 
JUDAS. 

You think that the case of Judas must be 
an exception to a general restoration, 

I answer, then it is’ an exception to the 
doctrine of election also 3 for if Judas is! 
finally lost, the doctrine of election and final } 
perseverance is equally so. Itis agreed that 
choosing and ordaining are synonymous ' 
terms, and mean the same thing with elec-' 
tion. And Judas was chosen, ordained, | 
and given to Christ. 

But for the support of our doctrine we 
have the promise of Jesus Christ to the 
disciples whom he had chosen (Judas being 
one of them,) that they should sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 
But you reply, that if Judas is ever saved, 
how can it be true that it had been good for 
him if he had not been born, or never been 
born ? Ifhe had not been born, he would , 
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And if he ney- 
er had been born, he never would have 
seen trouble, and having no sin would have 
entered into rest, and would not have ex- 
perienced the misery that hath fallen upon 
him in consequence of his bretraying his 
Lord and master. 





S. M. ROSE, 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
THE PROGRESS OF UNIVERSAL. 
, ISM. 
[Concluded trom Page 234] 
West Bloomfield, Aug. 28. 

The Rev. Mr. Coxe from New-York, 
preached in the Presbyterian church, where 
a great number attended, who had been 
present on the 27th, in Mendon. He took 
lor text, 2 'Thes. 1 chap. 7, 8 and 9 verses. 
I soon perceived his intention was to de- 
fame universalism, but more particularly U- 
niversalists. He identified them with them 
who know not God, and should be punish- 
ed with everlasting destruction. He next 
pronounced them a graceless class of men. 
Next pronounced them deists, and told a 
story about Voltaire, which was manifestly 
a base forgery. He asserted Gehennah 
was a term coined by the spirit of God to 
express hell-fire, or the place of the dam- 
ned. He then assured the audience that 
the same spirit had chosen the term ever- 
lasting, to show that the punishment of the 
wicked should be commensurate with the 
existence of God, and that there was not 
the least evidence from the bible that hap- 
piness would be more durable than misery. 
He then demanded what was the doctrine 
of Universalism, and answering, ‘“ God 
makes the righteous as happy as he can 
make them in this life.’ He again declar- 
ed, “Is the doctrine true ? If so, what mean 
these insignia of mourning and mortality,” 

As soon as he had finished his discourse, 
and pronounced the usual benediction, 1 
stood up and said, brethren, a Universalist 
will preach in this village within half an 
hour of the present time; and pointing to 
Mr. Coxe, in the pulpit, I demand of that 
gentleman to come and account for the ig- 


-norance, falsehood and paganism he has 


preached on this occasion. I took the same 
text,and proved that it referred to the destruc+ 
tion of the Jewish people. That Peter spoke 
of an incorruptible crown,and Paul of a bur- 
den of glory far exceeding eternal, of which 
Mr. Coxe seemed entirely ignorant. That 
universalists never said that God made the 
righteous as happy as he could make them 
in this world. Universalists knew of no 
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saints or religious persons who were not also | “ and for a pretence made long prayers tobe 
sinners, consequently sufferers in propor-' seen ofmen;” who accused and censured the 
tion as they were sinners—that the spirit of Saviour of all men for eating and drinking 
God had never spoken about hell-fire as with publicans and sinners, and for not pay. 
the abode of men in another world, and con- | ing a proper regard for the sabbath day. And 
sequently never coined Gehennah to ex-/as their religion SO nearly resembles the 
press the horrible idea—and on what au popular religion of the present day, the fol. 
thority Mr. C pronounced U niversalists | lowing passages of scripture will be, in my 
graceless, I believe he is unable to show.— | humble opinion, as applicable to the one as 
I presume, however, he will not be so for- | to the other. Matthew xv. 7—9. Ye hyp- 
ward a second time. ocrites, well did Esaias prophecy of yoy, 
Wednesday, Scpt. 5. | saying, This people ceiweth nigh unto me 

The Universalists of Richmond and Li-| with their mouth, ance conoreth me wih 
vonia formed themselves into a society ac- | their lips; but their heari. is far from we, 
cording to law, to be known as the Univer- But in vain they do worshij: me, teaching 
salist Society of the towns. Universalism | for doctrines the commandments of men, 
is making rapid strides. The intelligent Chap. XXiil. 13—15. But woe unto you, 
and liberal are hastening to her standards, | Scribes and Pharisces, hypocrites, for ye 
and few except the superstitiously ignorant, | shut up the kingdom of heaven against men: 
or office hunters are opposed. My congre-| for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suf. 
gations, especially ai Rochester, are large, | fer ye them that are entering to goin. Woe 
and in a short time, we have reason to ex- | unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
pect, the district under the Genesee associ- | for ye devour widow’s houses, and for a 
ation will be, both in a natural and spiritu- | pretence make long prayers: therefore ye 
al sense, the most lovely part of our I’ath- ! shall receive the greater damnation. Woe 
er’s inheritance. , unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
J. &. THOMPSON, crites! for ye compass sea and land to 
Rochester, N. ¥Y. | make one proselyte ; and when he is made, 

ye make him two-fold more the child of 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. hell than yourselves. Verse 23—25. Woe 
Pure religion and undefiled before God Unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
and the Father, is this, to visit the fath- | for ye pay tithe of mint, and anise, and 
erless and the widows in their affliction, cummin, and have omitted the weighitier 
and to keep himself unspotted from the , matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and 
world. James i. 27. . faith: these ought ye to have done, and 

| Continued from page 286.] {not to have left the other undone. Ye 

In as concise a manner as possible, I blind guides, which strain at a guat, and 
stated what I considered to be the origin of swallow a camel. Woe unto you, Seriles 
pure religion, and noticed some of its hap-! and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye make 
py and glorious etiects. It now becomes! clean the outside of the cup and the platter, 
my duty to show what is not “ pure religion, but within they are full of extortion and ex- 
and undefiled before God and the Father.” cess. Ver. 27, 28. Woe unto you, Scribes 
And in doing this, I shall not only be un-j and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye are like 
der the necessity of opposing the popular ‘unto whited sepulchres, which indeed ap- 
religion of the day, erroneously considered ' pear beautiful outward, but are within full 
to be orthodox, but the opinions of many of of dead men’s bones, and all uncleanness. 
near and dear friends; but false doctrines Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous 
ought fearlessly to be met and exposed by unto men, but within ye are full of hypocri- 
all who believe in the impartial and un- sy and iniguity. Ver. 33. Ye serpents, ye 
bounded gocdness and love of Jehovali, generation of vipers, how can ye escape the 
who “is good unto all, and whose tender damnation of hell? Had the celebrated 
mercies are over al! his works.” It is very John Calvin lived and been present at, the 
evident from our text, that the apostle was time Christ pronounced the above woes, and 
contrasting pure religion with the popular should have said that “ God trom all eterni- 
religion of his day, which he knew was not ty did by the most wise and holy counsel of 
“pure religion, and undefiled before God his own tree will, freely and unchangeably 
and the Father,” and which was unques- ordain whatsoever comes to pass,” there- 
timably the religion of the Scribes and fore ye Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! 
Pnzrisees, who thought that they were bet- ye have done just what God decreed that 
ter aad more righteous than their neighbors, you should do, “before the foundation 6! 
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the word was laid.” ‘Therefore should “ ye 
devour widow’s houses and for a pretence 
make long prayers,” the purpose and de- 
sien of God, in) your crei iion, will be ex- 
eulp lified, (see the Presbyterian confession 
of faith.) What think ye dear reader, 
would have been the reply of our blessed 

Kiedeemer, to such leaven dishonering dec- 
laraticus. M. 


(To be continued.) 





From the Christian Intelligencer. 
THe BLASPHEMY AGAINST THE HoLy 
Guos?T is frequently urged as an unanswer- 
able objection to the salvation of those by 
whom it is committed. iow often we hear 
it conceded by the most zealous abbettors 


tor the doctrine of endless sufferings, that if 


they could discover any way by which the 
final salvation of those who have sinned a- 
gainst the Holy Spirit, could be possible, 
they should e:tertain some hopes of the ul- 
timate bliss of the whole human family.— 
When we have suggested that the phrases 
“this world” and *“ the world to come,” 
had reference to the two dispensations, the 
legal and evangelical, we have been instant- 
ly accused of altering and mutilating the bi- 
ble, to answer doctrinal and controversial 
purposes ; and all criticisms on the receiv- 
ed translation of the scriptures have been 
treated with neglect or contempt. Even 
our mere candid Arminian brethren of the 
Methodist persuasion have in this respect, 
refused to reason with candor, and returned | 
as a sufficient reply, that if we assumed the | 
prerogative to alter the sayings of Jesus, 
they would say no more on disputable | 





guments we have advanced. ‘The extract 
will be introduced as corroborative of the 
facts, that the blasphemy against the Holy 
Svirit is not punishable with endless misery; 
and that the terms, “ this world,” and “the 
world to come,” have reference ‘to dispen- 
sations, as we ‘have maintained, 
EXTRACT. 

“ Wherefore I say unto you, All manner 
of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven un- 
to men: but the blasphemy against the Ho- 
ly Ghost shall not be forgiven.unto men.— 
And whosoever speaketh a word against 
the son of man it shall be forgiven him : 
but whosoever speaketh against the Holy 
Ghost it shall net be forgiven hin, neither 
in this world, neither in the world to come, 
Matt. xii. 31, 33. 

All manner of blasphemy—injurious or 
impious speaking—making and deriding 

eech. 

But the blasphemy against the Hely 
Ghost, &c.—Even personal reproaches, re- 
vilings against Christ were remissible ; but 
blasphemy, or impious speaking against the 
Holy Spirit was to have no forgiveness ;— 
i.e. when the person obstinately attributed 
those works to the devil, which he had the 
fullest evidence could be wrought only by 
the spirit of God. That this and nothing 
else, is the sin against the Holy Spirit, is 
evident from the connexion in this Lagos 
and more particularly from Mark xi. 28,30. 
‘“‘ Because they said, He hath an unclean 
| Spirit. ” Here the matter is made clear be- 
yond the smallest doubt—the unpardonable 


| sin, as some term it, is neither less nor 


more, than ascribing the miracles Christ 


points ! To evince the unreasonableness of w rought by the powcr of God, to the spir- 


such insinuations, and to convince all into | 
whose hands this number may fall, that we 
are justified in our criticisms on the pas- 
sage, even our learned Methodists being | 
judges, an extract will be offered from Dr. 
Adam Clark’s elaborate, and in many re-' 
spects, truly excellent Commentary of the 
Bible ; one of the brightest luminaries in 
the Arminian profession. 





We entertain a | 


‘at of the devil. Many sincere people have 
been grievously troubled with apprehen- 
sions that they had committed the unpar- 
donable sin, but let it be observed that no 
man who believes the divine mission of Je- 
sus Christ, ever can commit this sin ; there- 
fore letno man’s heart fail because of it, 
from henceforth and forever, amen. ° 
Neither in this world, neither in the 










hope that our religious neighbors will be in-world to come.—Though | follow the com- 
duced to give the subject in question, a mon translation, yet I am fully satisfied the 

careful examination, if by this article they meaning of the words is, neither in this dis- 
should chance to be "reminded of what many pensation (viz. the Jewish) nor in that 
of them have probably read in the learned which is to come, (viz. the christian.)— 
comments of him, who is the pride and or- | Olam-ha-les, the world to come, is a con- 
nament of their order. These things are stant phrase for the times of the Messiah, 
not written to excite disputation and con-. by the Jewish writers. The sin here spok- 
troversy ; but, if possible, to render these | en of by our Lord, ranks high in the cata- 
unnecessary, by showing our opposers, that | logue of presumptuous sins tor which there 
the most distinguished and enlightened a-; was no forgiveness under the Mosaic dis- 
mong themselves, are supporters of the ar- | pensation—See Num. xv. 30,31—xxxv. 31- 


Loaced 


¥ 

4 
vs 
+ 
f 

; 





Lev. xx. 10. 


294 


1 Sam. xi. 26. When our 
Lord says, that such a sin hath no forgive- 
ness, is he not to be understood as meaning 
that the crime shall be punished under the 
christian dispensation as it was under the 
Jewish, viz. by the destruction of the body? 
And is not this the same mentioned 1 John 
i. 7, called there the sin unto death: i.e. 
a sin that was to be punished by the death 
of the body ; while mercy might be extend- 
ed tothe soul? ‘Phe punishment for pre- 
sumptuous sins, under the Jewish law, to 
which our Lord evidently alludes, certainly 
did not extend tothe damnation on the 
soul, though the body was destroyed ; there- 
fore | think that, though there was no such 
forgiveness to be extended to this crime as 
to absolve the man from the punishment of 
temporal death, yet, on repentance mercy 
might be extended to the soul 5 and every 
sin may be repented of under the gospel dis- 
pensation.” ; 

That our readers in general will be ex- 
tremely well pleased with occasional ex- 
tracts from Dr. Clark’s Commentary, is not 
to be doubted. They will find that pious 
and learned man, as in the above instance, 
frequently toweirng on the wings of truth, 
above the traditionary expositions of similar 
passages, in the beaten paths of which, 
most oi the advocates for the eternity of tor- 
ments, contentedly foliow. We think the 
more candid reader will be convinced with 
us, that at times, Dr. Clark was much in- 
clined to a belief in Universal salvation.— 
What will his admirers say when they find 
that many of the passages which they are 
daily repeating, and without proper criti- 
cism urging against us, are explained by 
their favorite Doctor, in perfect coincidence 
with our doctrine ? We soberly hope our 
Methodist friends will give this subject a fair 
examination, and favor us with objections if 
any they have to the above comment. he 
prevailing sentiment respecting the unpar- 
donable sin, is the offspring of a merciless 
imagination ; aud we ought to rejoice that 
an opposer of our doctrine should have the 
candor and benevolence, to reject it from 
his commentary. 


oe 





From the Gospel Herald. 
Sir—I once in a while have the perusal 
of some of the numbers of the Gospel Her- 
ald, and, indeed, have cursorily perused the 


first volume anda part of the second, as | 


well as ether writings of Universalists. I 
have also examined the writings of men of 
other persuesions, that is, of men who do 
not believe that all che sons and daugliters 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





of Adam will finally be made holy and hap- 
py. The reading of these writings, has 
naturally led me to an examination of the 
Scriptures, in which I find difficulties on 
both sides. Lam sometimes almost led to 
think that one part of the New Testament 
clashes with another: and as for the Old 
‘Testament 4 know not much about it, ney. 
er having read it enough to remember much 
ol its contents. : 

I have generally attended meeting in my 


neighborhood, aid carelessly, and i might 
say, thoughtles:iy supposed, that what my 


preacher told me, \as true. But when J 
came to hear * buiii sides of the story,” | 
imagined all could not be right, and ‘have 
therelure set about examining for myself, 
It is said in the 2d chapier of St. Jobu,that 
the father loveth the Son, and hath given 
ALL THINGS into his hand.” In the first 
chapter of Hebrews it is said, that he | the 
;Sonj is appointed heir of ALL ‘TuINGs, and 
in the 2d chapter, it is said ALL THINGS are 
for him. Now it appears to me, that if 
* ALL THINGS are for him,’ and that if he 
has been * appointed heir of Aut TuNGs,” 
‘and that “ ALL THINGS are given into his 
‘hand,’ then add and every individual of the 
human family must be his, according to sev- 
eral passages in the New Testainent, it ap- 
| pears that they must eventually be saved. 
}In the 6th chapter of St. Joh, it is said, 
“For I came down from Heaven, not to do 
mine own will, but the will of him that sent 
Ime. And this is the Father’s will which 
}hath sent me,thatof aut which he hath giv- 
jeneme, I should lose nothing, but should 
raise it up again at the last day.” From 
this it appears, that if Christ’s mission on 
earth, be not abortive, al! the human fami- 
ly will be saved. Again, it is said in the Ist 
chapter of Matthew, that “ he”? [Christ] 
“shall save his people from their sins,” 
which if true, (and I presume few doubt it), 
and if all people are his people, prove that 
ALL will finally be happy. 

So far Univeralism appears plain. But 
itis saidin Romans 8th chapter 9th verse, 
“Now if any man have not the spirit of 
Christ, he is none of his.” Now it appears 
to me, that every day’s experience proves 
that there are thousands who have not the 
spirit of Christ; and if they have not, and 
if { rightly understand this and a number of 
other passages which I might mention, it ap- 
pears possible that a part of the human race 
| being none of Christ’s, may not inherit the 
kingdom of Heaven. In one place it is said, 
“ Ye are of your father the Devil.” Are 
the devil’s children Christ’s children? In 
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the 5th chapter of Galatians, at the 20, 21 
verses, there are certain characters describ- 
ed, of whom it is said, * They shail not in- 
herit the kiugdom of God.” 

Now, Mr. Editor, what I want of you, is, 
to explain in your Herald, to me, and per- 
haps to others,how al/ things can be Christ’s 
aud some men * be none of his.” 
in what manner the devil’s children may be 
seia to belong to Christ; and, if you please, 
inform me to whom the devil belongs F 
‘Chese thines have perplexed me much, and 
i have never conversed with any one who 
cauld give me any thing like satisfaction on 
the first of them, and as to the others,l have 
never thought so much uponthem,or rather, 


Show me . 
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' As to the devil, we declare that we will not 


| own him ; we dare not call him the proper- 
ity of God, for he never made a devil ; and 
| we respect our brethren of the human race 
‘too much, to call him their property. Our 
_ opinion is,that every one would be ashamed 
‘toownhim. He is a mischievous thing, 
‘and as he is to be destroyed, as nothing 
worth, we will say no more about him. 





TI’rom the New-York Observer. 
OUR COUNTRY. 
It appears from the late census, that the 





population of the United States increased 
32.9 per cent. between 1810 1820. At 
this rate it will double in about 25 years.— 


have never had so much conversation res- The rate of increase, however, seems to be 


AN INQUIRER. 
ANSWER. 

Our correspondent is in the same difficul- 
ty with thousands. Surely it much occur to 
him, that the tenor of the testimony which 
he has quoted, is harmonicusly agreeing in 
the accomplishment of God’s purposes in the 
restoration and glorification of man. The 
Scriptures, or any book, to be true, must a- 
gree in all its parts. Contradictory state- 
ments and declarations, are proofs of ignor- 
ance or knavery. 


pecting them. 


and those who are Christ’s shall be saved, 
and no others, and there are men who are 
not Christ’s, that unless they can become 
Christ's, they can never be saved. Bat ts 
this the fact 2 Do the Scriptures assert this? 

Our coriespondent has referred us to Ro- 
mans viii. 9, * Now if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” But, 
we read this passage diflerently. ‘ Now if 
any one have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 
nol of him.” Not of Christ. It would be 
abominable to say that an undutiful child, 
who manifested and cherished a wicked spi- 
rit, was of his virtuous and benevolent par- 
ent. We understand the apostle as follows 
—See the whole verse and connexion. )— 
“Ve are not under the dominion of the flesh 
(the earthly man) butof the Spirit, if so be 
that the Spirit of God (which is love) dwell 
in you. But, if any one is not exercised by 
the Sririt of Christ, heis not of him,’ Christ. 
Wie are they of Weanswer—The dev- 
i. When the devil and his works are des- 


troved, all will be of Christ, as Christ is of 
God' Ag is Comusumunation. 
Wedo not know hew to show our cor- 


respondent in what manner the devil’s chil- 


dren belong to Christ We believe Christ 
will never own the devil's chilaren; but on- 


y © every yoen” Joy whom he tasted death. | institutions, and receive all the impressiow 


Nothing can be plainer’ 
than this, that, if some men are Christ’s, | 


gradually diminishing. Between’ 1790 and 
11800, it was 35.1 percent. and between 
_1800 and 1810 only 34.6 per cent. Still, 
there is every reason to believe, that the 
population will continue to increase with 
nearly the same rapidity as hetetofore, for 
many years, perhaps for a century to come. 
The vast interior of North America will ac- 
commodate, with ease, all the millions 
which would be produced during that peri- 
od by such a rate of increase. ‘The follow- 
ing statement will show the population of 
‘the United States for 100 years to come, 
‘supposing the increase to be in the same 
| proportion as it was between 1810 and 1820. 
| In 1822, it was, in round numbers, 


10,000,000 
(In 1847, it will be 20,000,000 
In 1872, 40,000,000 
In 1897, $0,000,000 
In 1922, 160,000,000 


if we deduct 60,000,000 for losses by 
war and other calamities, there will still be 
left 100,000,000 for the population of the 
United States a century hence. This num- 
ber, scattered over a territory of 2,000,000 
square miles, would average 50 to each 


the southern half of New-England, or as 
the average of all Europe. 

This view of our population should stim- 
ulate all those who are engaged in promo- 
ting the moral and religious improvement 
of our countrymen, to increased and unceas- 
ing effort. Let it be remembered that this 
vast population will constitute one-eighth or 
one-tenth part ofthe whole humai family ; 
that they will consist of the grand children 
and great grand. children of the generation 
now cn the stage; that they will wubibe 
from us their moral and religious principles; 
: that their character will be moulded in our 





mile; a population not so dense as that of 
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of our virtues and our vices. If we neglect 
the education of the rising generation, they 
will be ignorant. 





Infinity of Sin.—The modern doctrine 
that sin is infinite, is beset with difficulties, 
view it in what shape you will. 


tions of the prophets and apostles of God. 


aul declares, that “ the creation was made | 


subject to vanity ;” that is, a sinful state. 
Admit the infinity of sin, and also admit the 
declaration of Paul to be true, and you ac- 
cuse the Creator of subjecting man to a 
state of infinite evil! Who is so blind as 
not to see the abominable tendency of this 
modern hypothesis? Alas! ‘Thousands who 


are in the prison of Calvinistic darkness, or | 
bound fast with the chains of Hopkinsian | 
We rejoice that this wicked and} 


error. 

foolish dogma of modern invention, is fast 
verging to the shade of oblivion.—Gospel 
Herald. 

Excommunication.—-On Sunday after- 
noon jast, a boy was excommunicated 
from a Sunday School in this city, in due 
form, and with a loud and terrible voice, 
for the awful crime of not going to church 
in the forenoon. The scholars were char- 
ged to hold no manner of intercourse with 
the vile boy, who had not been to meeting. 
A hearer represents the scene to have been 
one of true ecclesiastical grandeur, and par- 
taking of the root and essence of pious ty- 
ranny. It therefore appears, that the cor- 
rections of habits which are a real injury, 
and the enlightening of the understanding 

f the party, is not the design. It is to co- 
erce the children to become partizans to the 
creeds of men, and to perpetuate the present 
state of things in the religious world. Some 
of these schools may be conducted properly 5 
but we express an opinion, that our city or 
country will not be benefitted by the exer- 
cise of petty tyranny; nor the morals of 
community be hedged in by threats of fire 
and brimstone.—ib. 


VED VERO) COVED MD (CAGE a 
RIBOSIP 2ORVYS 
OF THE SECOND VOLUME OF YHE 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


¢o wr LOVE HIM BECAU*‘E HE FIRST LOVED US.” 


TO BE EDITED BY THOS. GROSS, 


THAT ALL MEN should be saved and 
come to a knowledge of the truth, is declar- 
ed in the words of an apostle to be the wit 
of our Father iMfeaven. ‘This knowledge | 


But its ab-. 
surdity glares monstrously when we recur 
to the divine testimony, and the declara-— 


- 1 a? . . . an 
| of the everlasting truth is salvation or etey. 
nal life; it makes men tree from the love 


| & practice of sin—free trom the prejudices of 


| the mind against inquiry—and free from that 


fear which hath torment : Hence,says the Re- 
deemer of the world * ye shali know the 
truth and the truth shall make you free,” 

The knowledge of the truth being thys 
from the least unto the greatest shail obtain 
it. 

With such impressions, and with these 
views of this subject, and knowing that 

truth itself, can never promote our happi- 
‘ness until we know or are acquainted 
with it—the GospeL ApvocaTe has been 
published, that it might be “as a light 
shining in a dark place.” How far it 
has answered the expectations of its patrons, 
and the public, is lett for them to deter. 
mine; but, it we may be allowed to judge 
from the liberal patronage we have receiy- 
ed, we cannot but indulge the hope that its 
reception has been generally acceptable, and 
that it has in some measure, answered the 
design of its publication. 

We now propose to continue the publi- 
cation of the Gospel Advocate another year, 
to commence at the expiration of the pres- 
ent volume. ‘The first number will be is- 
sued about the 20th of January next. 

In addition to what has already been 
said, it need only be observed, that the col- 
umns of this paper will be open to the can- 
did inquirer after truth, of any sect or de- 
nomination, if their communications are 
compatible with the size of this work. Our 
opponents shall ever be treated with res- 
pect, and their opinions with candor; but 
with an unsparing hand we shall endeavor 
to expose ERROR, and elicit rRuTH, and shall 
show no mercy to what we consider to he 
false Theology ; endeavoring always to il- 
lustrate the true character of God our Sa- 
viour—to explain his purposes in the sal- 
vation of all men—to shew the certainty 
that his purpose will stand and that he will 
do all his pleasure, and that he intends in 
the dispensation of the fulness of times to 
gather together in one, all things in Christ. 
Those, therefore, who are friendly to liberal 
iavestigation and the cause of truth, are ves- 
pectfully solicited to furnish their aid in sub- 
scriptions, and to enrich our columns with 
mental support. 


Be en ~ — 


an 
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